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October 17, 2016 
 

Welcome to the Newsletter 
 
It’s incredible to realize that we’ve been back at school for 6 weeks 
already!! And a busy 6 weeks it’s been. Reuniting with old friends; 
making new friends; settling into new classrooms; looking forward 
to a year of exciting new discoveries and deep learning; actually 
starting the work of making those discoveries and doing that 
learning; … and that’s just the staff! Imagine how excited the 
students must be feeling! 
 
We plan to make this newsletter a regular thing. We’ll use it to 
celebrate the great things that are happening at Castlefrank, to keep 
you informed of upcoming events and opportunities, and to share 

some important information. Future editions of the newsletter will be sent to you by 
e-mail – which will allow us to share student work in glorious colour, to include 
links to videos and other information, and to greatly reduce the costs and wastes 
involved in printing a paper copy for every family. If you would prefer to receive a 
‘hard copy’ of the newsletter, please let us know and we will send one home 
for your family. 
 
We do hope you find these newsletters an interesting, useful source of information 
and celebration as we all continue to work together to make our Castlefrank 
community even more welcoming and inclusive. 
        Ron Henry 
        Principal   
 

 
A visit from Mrs. Green  
 
The students and staff at Castlefrank were very pleased to welcome Mrs. Green, a 
visiting principal from Australia, to our school. We had the chance to show her some 
of the many things that make Castlefrank such an amazing place. She spoke with 
some of our students about the things at her school which are the same (great 
learning, lots of fun, and a strong community) and different (school uniforms, 8 
different buildings, a yard full of cockatoos) compared to our school. And of course, 
she had the chance to try out one of Ottawa’s world famous Beavertails. 

Dates to 

Remember: 
 Oct. 18 – School 

Council Meeting  

 Nov. 7 – Photo 

Retake Day 

 Nov. 11 – Popcorn 

Day 

 Nov. 11 – School 

Colors Day 

 Nov. 18 – PD day – 

No school for 

students. 

Parent/Teacher 

interviews 
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Students said ‘Goodbye’ to Mrs. Green last week, and she has safely returned to her 

school in Australia where she has begun to tell her students and staff about the many 

amazing things she learned here in Ottawa. 

 
 

 

Castlefrank-A measurably great place!! 

 
At the end of the last school year, we received two separate reports that confirm what we 

already know…Castlefrank is a great place! 

 

The OurSchool survey asked parents to rate our school in several areas (safety, learning, 

welcoming, communicating, and accessibility). 80 Castlefrank parents responded and, on 

all measures, Castlefrank scored higher than most OCDSB schools. This is great news! 

 

The EQAO Provincial Assessments are completed by our Grade Three students each year 

and give us a sense of how well these students are doing in Reading, Writing, and 

Mathematics. These results are reported as the percentage of students who are meeting or 

exceeding the Provincial standards in these areas. 
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Our results from this past school year show that Castlefrank’s Grade Three students are 

doing better (and in the case of Mathematics, much better) than the average in all 

OCDSB schools and in all schools in Ontario. This is great news! 

 

The chart below shows these results. 

 

 
 
 

 

 

  
 

 
 

For those students who get Lunch Lady on Thursdays please remember 

to send in a fork and spoon for your child.  Lunch Lady is no longer 

providing utensils.  Please go green and send in utensils that can be 

brought home, washed and reused!   

          
 

 

 

 

 

Student Illness 
No one likes to be sick but if your child is,  please remember to call the 

school at 613-592-8071 and leave a message letting us know that your 

child will be away and why.  Please remember it is school policy that 

your child must be fever free for 24 hours without the help of 

medication, have not vomited or had diarrhea for 24 hours before they 

can come back to school.  We appreciate your assistance with this.   
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End of the School Day 

Many of our students and their parents enjoy spending a little time at the end of the 

school day playing and chatting. This can be a great opportunity to build community and 

make connections.  

 

We do need to remind you of the following school policies: 

 

a) After school staff supervision of the yard begins at 3:00. Any questions or 

requests at this time can be addressed to the teacher who is on duty. 

b) Outside doors are unlocked until 3:15. This will allow for students to freely re-

enter the school if they’ve forgotten something or need to make a quick visit to 

the bathroom before they head home. 

c) Staff supervision on the schoolyard ends at 3:15 and it is expected that any 

students who remain on school property are under the supervision of their parents. 

d) At 3:15 the doors automatically lock and ALL entry to the school must be 

through the front doors. If, for example, you are with your child and he (or you) 

needs to use the washroom, you must come around to the front doors and check in 

with the office. Please do not ask staff to open the other doors, or attempt to enter 

the school when the doors are opened to allow our Extended Day Program 

students and staff to enter or leave the building. 

e) The office closes, and the front door locks, at 4:00 each day. You will not be able 

to enter the school after this time. 

 

We hope this helps clarify the expectations and strikes a balance between ensuring the 

safety and security of our students and staff, and maintaining that sense of community 

that is such an important part of our school. 

 

 

 

 
 

As a member of the Castlefrank family, I promise to: 
 

Do my best in everything I do;  

 

Respect myself and everything around me; 

 

Treat others the way I would want them to treat me; 

 

Learn from my mistakes; 

 

Do the right thing, even when no one is looking. 
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We're excited to announce that, thanks to the generosity and hard-work of our Parent 

Council, each and every child at Castlefrank will soon have access to hundreds of online 

books on a site called Raz-Kids. All students will be registered and have their own Raz-

Kids reading account with access to English books at their level. Students will be able to 

access the books on tablets, computers or even Mom or Dad's phone. More information 

and training will be provided for parents at the upcoming Family Literacy Night 

on November 9th. We hope to see you there! 

 

 

 

 
 

What a great start to the school year! Our hot lunch/snack programs (pizza, hot dogs and 

popcorn) have all been launched and kids and parents are enjoying our hot lunch/snack 

days. Our first fundraiser, the Local Harvest Box has been launched and completed, 

remember to pick up your food box Wednesday October 19 between 5:00-6:30 in the 

school foyer. Last week at “Meet the Parents” our families enjoyed an evening of 

meeting other Castelfrank parents. At our "Idea Generation Station” you left some great 

ideas and of course there was lots of fun while answering questions on how well you 

know Castlefrank.  Thank you to our parent organizers, Deirdre Mander and Stephanie 

Naismith, Sonia Gulati, one of our ECEs who entertained the children in our library and 

Kids Kingdom for their donation of door prizes. 

 

We have more activities planned for Halloween and November so don’t forget to mark 

your calendars! Watch for more news on our Literacy activities coming in November. 

 

October 28 - Family Halloween Dance, 6:30-8:30pm, Castlefrank Gym 

November 2 - Chapters Shopping Evening, 6-9pm, Chapters at the Centrum 

November 9 - Family Literacy Night, 4:45-7pm, Castlefrank 

November 16-18-  Scholastic Book Fair, Castlefrank Library 

 

 

 

 
At Castlefrank we believe that one of the most important things to learn is how to be a 

positive, contributing member of our community. We will be focusing, this year, on 10 

important ‘Character Traits’ to help students continue to develop in this area.  
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We began September with a focus on Respect. After some very successful grade level 

meetings, in which we defined ‘Respect’ as “saying and doing things that make others 

feel good about themselves and about you”, students and teachers continued the 

discussion and produced posters to help remind us all of the importance of respect. 

 

  
  

In October our focus will be on Acceptance. 

In months to come we’ll deal with each of the others: Appreciation; Cooperation; 

Empathy; Fairness; Honesty (Integrity); Optimism; Perseverance; Responsibility. 

For more information, please check out the Board’s “A Community of Character” page:  

OCDSB Character 

 

 

 

http://www.ocdsb.ca/com/SupportingourYouth/Pages/CommunityofCharacter.aspx
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From Les Requins: 

 

 
 

 
 

 


